


 

The STRUGGLE FOR VOTING RIGHTS IS THE STRUGGLE TO CONTROL YOUR LIFE. 
IT BEGINS WHEN THE FIRST ENSLAVED PEOPLE & INDENTURED SERVANTS ARRIVED IN 1619. 

•

•

•

•

•The most famous revolt at sea took 
place on the Spanish slave ship, Amistad, in 
1839, involving Africans being shipped out 
of Cuba. The ship docked in Long Island, 
where the Africans were taken into 
custody and endured a two-year-long 
court battle for their freedom. In 
January 1842, they were able to return 
to West Africa.  

 
•The only successful slave revolt on an 
American ship happened in November 1841 
when the Creole left Richmond for New 
Orleans to sell a cargo of tobacco 
and 135 slaves. A fight between guards 
and slaves turned into a full Rampage 
onboard. Once the slaves seized 
control, they set course for the 
Bahamas, where all 135 slaves were given 
their freedom. 

•

•

No taxation without representation!!!!!! 

"In matters of style, 
swim with the 

current; in matters 
of principle, stand like 

a rock."  



 

•

•

•

“O ye that love mankind! Ye that dare oppose, not only the tyranny, but the tyrant, stand forth! Every spot of 
the old world is overrun with oppression. Freedom hath been hunted round the globe. Asia, and Africa, have long 
expelled her. Europe regards her like a stranger, and England hath given her warning to depart. O! receive the 

fugitive, and prepare in time an asylum for mankind.”  

 
“THESE are the times that try men's souls. The summer soldier and the sunshine patriot will, in this crisis, shrink 

from the service of their country; but he that stands by it now, deserves the love and thanks of man and 
woman. Tyranny, like hell, is not easily conquered; yet we have this consolation with us, that the harder the 

conflict, the more glorious the triumph. What we obtain too cheap, we esteem too lightly: it is dearness only 
that gives every thing its value. Heaven knows how to put a proper price upon its goods; and it would be strange 

indeed if so celestial an article as FREEDOM should not be highly rated.”  

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are 
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with 

certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and 
the pursuit of Happiness.”  

“The tree of liberty must be refreshed from time to time with 
the blood of patriots and tyrants. It is its natural manure.”  

“We have too many high sounding words, and too few actions that correspond with them.”  

 

“I wish most sincerely there was not a slave in this province. It always appeared a most iniquitous scheme to 
me -- to fight ourselves for what we are daily robbing and plundering from those who have as good a right to 

freedom as we have.” 

"A little rebellion now and then 
is a good thing and as necessary in 
the political world as storms in 

the physical”.  

“I long to hear that you have 
declared an independency. And by the 
way, in the new Code of Laws which I 
suppose it will be necessary for you 

to make I desire you would Remember 
the Ladies, and be more generous and 

favorable to them than your 
ancestors. Do not put such unlimited 
power into the hands of the Husbands. 
Remember all Men would be tyrants if 

they could. If particular care and 
attention is not paid to the Ladies we 

are determined to foment a 
Rebellion, and will not hold ourselves 
bound by any Laws in which we have no 

voice, or Representation.  
 

-  letter to John Adams, Mar. 31, 1776  

The united states was founded with high ideals. 



 

The first struggle was against slavery. 

 
“I have no idea of submitting 

tamely to injustice inflicted 
either on me or on the slave. I 

will oppose it with all the moral 
powers with which I am endowed.  
I am no advocate of passivity. “– 

 -Lucretia Mott 

“Life is a hard battle anyway. 
If we laugh and sing a little 

as we fight the good fight of 
freedom, it makes it all go 
easier. I will not allow my 

life’s light to be determined 
by the darkness around me.”  

– -Sojourner Truth 



 

“Where justice is denied, where 
poverty is enforced, where ignorance 

prevails, and where any one class is 
made to feel that society is an 

organized conspiracy to oppress, rob 
and degrade them, neither persons  

nor property will be safe.” –  
-Frederick Douglass 

“I, John Brown, am now quite 
certain that the crimes of 
this guilty land can never be 
purged away but with blood.  
I had, as I now think, vainly 

flattered myself that without 
very much bloodshed, it might 

be done?”  
– -John Brown 

"It was my good fortune to 
lend a helping hand to the weary 
travelers flying from the land 

of bondage." 
 – —-William Still 

“If you hear the dogs, keep going. If 
you see the torches in the woods, keep 
going. If there’s shouting after you, 
keep going. Don’t ever stop. If you 

want a taste of freedom, keep going.”  
– -Harriet Tubman 

“The Anti-Slavery cause is onward; 
its doctrines are destined to 
triumph in the country; and no 

party can succeed that refuses 
to acknowledge it. Slavery will be 

abolished in this land, and with it, 
that twin relic of barbarism, 

prejudice against color.”  
— -Robert Purvis 



 

The Women’s Movement Arose Out of the Anti-Slavery Movement 

 “The world has never yet seen a truly great and 

virtuous nation because in the degradation of 

woman the very fountains of life are poisoned at 

their source.” 

“We too often bind ourselves by authorities 

rather than by the truth.”  

“If you have knowledge,  
let others light their candles in it.” 

 

“Let every woman, who has once begun to think,  
examine herself” 

 

“Very early, I knew that the only object in life  
was to grow.” 

“I had reasoned this out in 

my mind; there was one of 

two things I had a right to, 

liberty or death; if I could 

not have one, I would have 

the other; for no man 

should take me alive.” 

 “It seemed to me like meeting a be-
ing from some larger planet to find 
a woman who dared to question the 

opinions of popes kings, senates, 
parliaments, recognizing no higher authority than the 
judgement of a pure-minded, educated woman. When I 

first heard from the lips of Lucretia Mott that I had 
the same right to think for myself that Luther, Calvin 
and John Knox had and the same right to be guided by my 

own convictions and would no doubt live a higher,  
happier life than if guided by theirs, I felt at once a 

newborn sense of dignity and freedom. It was like sud-
denly coming into the rays of the noonday sun after 
wandering with a rush light in the caves of the earth.”  

 

“Men, their rights, and nothing more; women, 

their rights, and nothing less “ 



 

“...above all things; to remember 
that hypocrisy is the most hope-
less as well as the meanest of 

crimes...” 
Let me make the songs for the people, 

   Songs for the old and young; 

Songs to stir like a battle-cry 

   Wherever they are sung. 

Not for the clashing of sabres, 

   For carnage nor for strife; 

But songs to thrill the hearts of men 

   With more abundant life. 

Let me make the songs for the weary, 

   Amid life's fever and fret, 

Till hearts shall relax their tension, 

   And careworn brows forget. 

Let me sing for little children, 

   Before their footsteps stray, 

Sweet anthems of love and duty, 

   To float o'er life's highway. 

I would sing for the poor and aged, 

   When shadows dim their sight; 

Of the bright and restful mansions, 

   Where there shall be no night. 

Our world, so worn and weary, 

   Needs music, pure and strong, 

To hush the jangle and discords 

   Of sorrow, pain, and wrong. 

Music to soothe all its sorrow, 

   Till war and crime shall cease;  

And the hearts of men grown tender 

   Girdle the world with peace. 

“It is not light that we need,  

but fire;  

it is not the gentle shower,  

but thunder.  

we need the storm, the 

whirlwind, and the earthquake.” 

“Slavery is dead, but the spirit which 
animated it still lives.”  

“If women want any rights 

more than they's got, why 

don't they just take them, and 

not be talking about it.” 

“I do not believe that 
women are better than men. 

We have not wrecked 
railroads, nor corrupted 
legislature, nor done many 
unholy things that men have 

done; but then we must 
remember that we have not 

had the chance. “— 
-Jane Adams 



 

The Struggle Against Slavery Culminated in the Civil War  

“In the first place, I deny 
everything but what I have all 
along admitted, the design on 
my part to free the slaves. I 
never did intend murder, or 
treason, or the destruction 
of property, or to excite or 
incite slaves to rebellion, or 

to make insurrection.” 

 

“Had I so interfered in behalf 
of the rich, the powerful, the 

intelligent, the so-called great, or in behalf of 
any of their friends, either father, mother, 

brother, sister, wife, or children, or any of that 
class, and suffered and sacrificed what I have in 

this interference, it would have been all right; and 
every man in this court would have deemed it an 
act worthy of reward rather than punishment. 

This court acknowledges, as I suppose, the 
validity of the law of God. I see a book kissed 

here which I suppose to be the Bible, or at least 
the New Testament. That teaches me that all 

things whatsoever I would that men should do to 
me, I should do even so to them. It teaches me, 
further, to "remember them that are in bonds, 
as bound with them." I endeavored to act up to 
that instruction. I say, I am yet too young to 

understand that God is any respecter of 
persons. I believe that to have interfered as I 

have done as I have always freely admitted I have 
done in behalf of His despised poor, was not wrong, 

but right.  

“I, John Brown, am now 
quite certain that the 
crimes of this guilty 

land can never be 
purged away but with 
blood. I had, as I now 

think, vainly flattered 
myself that without 

very much bloodshed, it 
might be done.?”  

 

“Now, if it is deemed necessary that I should 
forfeit my life for the furtherance of the ends 
of justice, and mingle my blood further with the 

blood of my children and with the blood of 
millions in this slave country whose rights are 

disregarded by wicked, cruel, and unjust 
enactments, I submit; so let it be done!” 

“His zeal in the cause of my 
race was far greater than mine 
- it was as the burning sun to my 
taper light - mine was bounded 
by time, his stretched away to 
the boundless shores of 
eternity. I could live for the 
slave, but he could die for him. “  

 

“These 
men are 
all talk; 
What is 

needed is 
action,  
action” 



 

“O Captain! my Captain!  
our fearful trip is done, 

The ship has weather’d every rack, the 
prize we sought is won, 

The port is near, the bells I hear, the 
people all exulting, 

While follow eyes the steady keel, the 
vessel grim and daring; 

But O heart! heart! heart! 
O the bleeding drops of red, 

Where on the deck my Captain lies, 
Fallen cold and dead. 

 
O Captain! my Captain!  

rise up and hear the bells; 
Rise up for you the flag is flung— 

for you the bugle trills, 
For you bouquets and ribbon’d wreaths—

for you the shores a-crowding, 
For you they call, the swaying mass, their 

eager faces turning; 
Here Captain! dear father! 
This arm beneath your head! 

It is some dream that on the deck, 
 

You’ve fallen cold and dead. 
My Captain does not answer, his lips are 

pale and still, 
My father does not feel my arm, he has 

no pulse nor will, 
The ship is anchor’d safe and sound, its 

voyage closed and done, 
From fearful trip the victor ship 

comes in with object won; 
Exult O shores, and ring O bells! 

But I with mournful tread, 
Walk the deck my Captain lies, 

Fallen cold and dead.” 

The Gettysburg Address 
 

Four score and seven years ago  
our fathers brought forth on this continent, a new nation, 

conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that 
all men are created equal. 

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether 
that nation, or any nation so conceived and so dedicated, can 
long endure. We are met on a great battle-field of that war. 
We have come to dedicate a portion of that field, as a final 

resting place for those who here gave their lives that that 
nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we 

should do this. 
But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate—we can not 

consecrate—we can not hallow—this ground. The brave men, 
living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it, far 

above our poor power to add or detract. The world will 
little note, nor long remember what we say here, but it can 

never forget what they did here. It is for us the living, 
rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which 
they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is 

rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task 
remaining before us—that from these honored dead we take 
increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the 

last full measure of devotion—that 
we here highly resolve that these 

dead shall not have died in vain—that 
this nation, under God, shall have a new 

birth of freedom—and that 
government of the people, by the 

people, for the people, shall not 
perish  

from the earth. 



 

The 15th Amendment, the Reconstruction and the Civil Rights Acts 
gave access to citizenship and the right to vote for African American men  



 

…if any historical period deserves the label 
“relevant,” it is Reconstruction. Issues that 
agitate American politics today — access to 
citizenship and voting rights, the relative 
powers of the national and state 
governments, the relationship between 
political and economic democracy, the proper 
response to terrorism — all of these are 
Reconstruction questions.  
 
Lincoln granted amnesty to most 
Confederates so long as they accepted the 
abolition of slavery but said nothing about 
rights for freed blacks. Lincoln did not live to 
preside over Reconstruction. That task fell to 
his successor, Andrew Johnson... viewed by 
historians as one of the worst presidents to 
occupy the White House. 
 
There followed a momentous political clash, 
the struggle between Johnson and the 
Republican majority (not just the Radicals) in 
Congress. Over Johnson’s veto, Congress 
enacted one of the most important laws in 
American history, the Civil Rights Act of 
1866, still on the books today. It affirmed the 
citizenship of everyone born in the United 
States, regardless of race. The act went on to 
mandate that all citizens enjoy basic civil 
rights in the same manner “enjoyed by white 
persons.” Johnson’s veto message denounced 
the law for what today is called reverse 
discrimination… the idea that expanding the 
rights of nonwhites somehow punishes the 
white majority, the ghost of Andrew Johnson 
still haunts our discussions of race. 
 

In recent decades, the courts have used the 
14th amendment to expand the legal rights of 
numerous groups — most recently, gay men 
and women. As the Republican editor George 
William Curtis wrote, the 14th Amendment 
changed a Constitution “for white men” to 
one “for mankind.” It also marked a 
significant change in the federal balance of 
power, empowering the national government 
to protect the rights of citizens against 
violations by the states. 
 
In 1867 Congress passed the Reconstruction 
Acts, again over Johnson’s veto. These set-in 
motions the establishment of new 
governments in the South, empowered 
Southern black men to vote and temporarily 
barred several thousand leading Confederates 
from the ballot. The 15th Amendment 
extended black male suffrage to the entire 
nation. The Reconstruction Acts inaugurated 
the period of Radical Reconstruction, when a 
politically mobilized black community, with 
its white allies, brought the Republican Party 
to power throughout the South. For the first 
time, African Americans voted in large 
numbers and held public office at every level 
of government. It was a remarkable, 
unprecedented effort to build an interracial 
democracy on the ashes of slavery. 
 
The new governments had a solid record of 
accomplishment. They established the 
South’s first state-funded public-school 
systems, sought to strengthen the bargaining 
power of plantation laborers, made taxation 
more equitable and outlawed racial 

discrimination in transportation and public 
accommodations. They offered aid to 
railroads and other enterprises in the hope of 
creating a New South whose economic 
expansion would benefit black and white 
alike. Reconstruction also made possible the 
consolidation of black families, so often 
divided by sale during slavery, and the 
establishment of the independent black 
church as the core institution of the emerging 
black community. But the failure to respond 
to the former slaves’ desire for land left most 
with no choice but to work for their former 
owners. 
 
It was not economic dependency, however, 
but widespread violence, coupled with a 
Northern retreat from the ideal of equality, 
that doomed Reconstruction. The Ku Klux 
Klan and kindred groups began a campaign 
of murder, assault and arson that can only be 
described as homegrown American terrorism.  
 
While violated with impunity, however, the 
14th and 15th Amendments remained on the 
books. Decades later they would provide the 
legal basis for the civil rights revolution, 
sometimes called the Second 
Reconstruction. 
 
More than most historical subjects, how 
we think about Reconstruction truly 
matters, for it forces us to think about 
what kind of society we wish America to 
be. 
 
 
 

Eric Foner is a professor of history at Columbia 
University and the author of “Gateway to Freedom: The 

Hidden History of the Underground Railroad,” 
“Reconstruction: America’s Unfinished Revolution” and 

“A Short History of Reconstruction.” 

Excerpts from  

Why Reconstruction Matters  
By Eric Foner - March 28, 2015 – New York Times Opinion  



 

Voter Suppression was the response  
to the steps made toward universal suffrage  

“The way to right wrongs is to 
turn the light of truth upon 

them.” 
-Ida B. Wells 



“Burning and torture here lasts but  
a little while, but if I die with  

a lie on my soul ,  
I shall be tortured forever. I am 

innocent.” 
-Ida B. Wells 



 

50 more years passed before women got  
the right to vote with the 19th Amendment  

“A white woman has only one 
handicap to overcome that of 

sex. I have two both sex and 
race. ... Colored men have only 

one that of race. Colored 
women are the only group in this 

country who have two heavy 
handicaps to overcome, that of 

race as well as that of sex.” 

“Any great change 
must expect 
opposition 

because it shakes 
the very 

foundation of 
privilege.” 

“I am prepared to sacrifice every so-
called privilege I possess in order to 
have a few rights. Not to know what 

things in life require remedying is a 
crime... It leaves you at the mercy of 
events - it lets life manipulate you - 

instead of training you to manipulate 
life.” 

 

"The individual woman is required...a 
thousand times a day to choose 
either to accept her appointed 

role and thereby rescue her good disposition 
out of the wreckage of her self-respect, or 

else follow an independent line of behavior 
and rescue her  

self-respect out of  
the wreckage of her good disposition." 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Woman%27s_Party
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Woman%27s_Party
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woman_Suffrage_Procession


 “We are all bound up together in one 
great bundle of humanity, and society 
cannot trample on the weakest and 

feeblest of its members without 
receiving the curse in its own soul.” 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all 
men and women are created equal.” 

 
“The moment we begin to fear the opinions of others 
and hesitate to tell the truth that is in us, and from 

motives of policy are silent when we should speak, 
the divine floods of light and life no longer flow 

into our souls. Every truth we see is ours to give the 
world, not to keep for ourselves alone, for in so 

doing we cheat humanity out of their rights and check 
our own development.” 

 

“LYNCHED BECAUSE THE JURY ACQUITTED HIM The entire 
system of the judiciary of this country is in the 

hands of white people. To this add the fact of the 
inherent prejudice against colored people, and it 

will be clearly seen that a white jury is certain to 
find a Negro prisoner guilty if there is the least 

evidence to warrant such a finding. Meredith Lewis 
was arrested in Roseland, La., in July of last year. A 

white jury found him not guilty of the crime of 
murder wherewith he stood charged.” 

 
“There never will be complete equality 

until women themselves help to make laws 
and elect lawmakers.” 

 
“It is not light that we need, but fire; it is 

not the gentle shower, but thunder. We 
need the storm, the whirlwind, and the 

earthquake.”

“Courage in women is often mistaken for insanity.” 
“Unless women are prepared to fight politically, 

they must be content to be ignored politically.” 

“A woman is free if she lives by her own standards and creates 
her own destiny, if she prizes her individuality and puts no 

boundaries on her hopes  
for tomorrow.” 

 
“The drums of Africa still beat in my heart. They will not let 

me rest while there is a single Negro boy or girl without a 
chance to prove his worth.” 



 

The Civil Rights Movement leads to the Voting Rights Act of 1965 

“What the people want is very 
simple. They want an America as 
good as its promise.” 
 

- Barbara Charline Jordan  

“Until the killing of black men, black 
mothers' sons, becomes as important 
to the rest of the country as the 
killing of a white mother's son, we who 
believe in freedom cannot rest until 
this happens.” 

-Ella Baker 

“You must never be fearful 
about what you are doing 
when it is right.” 

-Rosa Parks 



 

“Surely, if we can land a spaceship 
on Mars, we can certainly put a 
voter ID card in the hand of 
every eligible voter.” 
 

-Andrew Jackson Young Jr. 

“In the end anti-black, 
anti-female, and all forms of discrimination 
are equivalent to the same thing:  
anti-humanism.” 

-Shirley Anita Chisholm  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_rights_movement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Christian_Leadership_Conference
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Christian_Leadership_Conference
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Luther_King_Jr.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Luther_King_Jr.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgia_(U.S._state)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Ambassador_to_the_United_Nations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Ambassador_to_the_United_Nations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carter_administration
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mayor_of_Atlanta


 

Voter Suppression is Back 



 

 

• 

• 

• 



I F YOUR VOTE DOESN’T COUNT, 
WHY ARE THEY TRYING SO HARD 
TO KEEP YOU FROM  
EXERSICI NG IT? 

THE  
STRUGGLE  
FOR THE VOTE  
IS THE STRUGGLE  
TO CONTROL YOUR LI FE 

MANY  
HAVE DI ED  
FIGHTING  

FOR THE RIGHT TO VOTE! 

I N  
NORTH  

AMERICAN  
IT STARTED I N 1619  

AND IT CONTINUES TODAY... 

YOU CAN CHANGE 
THE WORLD 

VOTE! 

 
 

 


